
William J. Sommerville
September 1, 1946 - January 1, 2022

William James Sommerville of New Haven, Michigan passed away on
Saturday, January 1, 

 2022 at the age of 75. After several months of declining health, he passed
away as the new 

 year rang in with his wife and granddaughter by his side. 
 William took great pride in his active service in the United States Army. His 26

years in the 
 service led him to meet his wife Petra. They were married in 1967 at Andrews

Barracks Chapel 
 in Berlin, Germany. They went on to travel with the Army over the years,

staying in Germany on 
 three separate occasions, Florida, California, Maryland where they spent an

extended amount 
 of time until they finally found home in New Haven, Michigan. 

 After his time in the service William went on to hold a sales job until he
officially retired. He took 

 his role as a grandfather very seriously, always showing his grandchildren
love, support, and 

 compassion. He continued his strong role model position with his great
grandchildren as well. 

 He never missed an opportunity to spend time with his family. He was an
incredible example of 



a husband and father setting a wonderful path for his grandchildren to follow. 
 William was preceded in death by his sister Frances Sommerville, father Ward

Sommerville, 
 mother Caroline Watson (Sommerville), stepfather Edward Watson, and

grandson Nicholas 
 Spindler. He is survived by his wife Petra Sommerville of 54 years, daughter

Marjorie Colwell 
 (Dean Colwell), daughter Pamela Spindler (Craig Spindler), grandchildren

Crystal Tilmon 
 (Donnell Tilmon), William Colwell (Mindi Colwell), Sara Spindler, Tyler

Spindler, and five great 
 grandchildren. 

 He has left our homes quieter and our hearts slightly less whole by his
passing. A memorial 

 A memorial visitation will be held on Thursday, January 20, 2022 from
11:00am until 1:00pm in the Jowett Funeral Home - 57737 Gratiot, New
Haven. 

 Military honors will be conducted at Centennial Cemetery, following the
memorial visitation. 

 

Arrangements in care of Jowett Funeral Home - New Haven.



Cemetery Details

Centennial Cemetery

Clark Street
New Haven, MI

Previous Events

Memorial Gathering

JAN 20. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Jowett Funeral Home and Cremation Service - New Haven
57737 Gratiot Avenue
New Haven, MI 48048
(586) 749-9585
jowettfamily@comcast.net
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com

Inurnment

JAN 20. 1:15 PM (ET)

Centennial Cemetery
Clark Street
New Haven, MI

mailto:jowettfamily@comcast.net
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/


Tribute Wall

MA

Jowett Funeral Home and Cremation Service - May 24, 2024 at 07:06 PM

Jowett Funeral Home and Cremation Service created a Tribute
Video in memory of William J. Sommerville

Marjorie - January 20, 2022 at 11:10 AM

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Jowett Funeral Home and Cremation Service - January 19, 2022 at 12:21 PM

40 files added to the album LifeTributes





CT



January 16, 2022 at 06:04 PM

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family
of William J. Sommerville.

Crystal Tilmon - January 15, 2022 at 01:30 PM

As a Sergeant in the US Army , husband , father , grandfather ,
great grandfather and friend , William always went above and
beyond for every title that he held in life . His presence will be
greatly missed , but the memories will be forever remembered by all
who knew him .

January 14, 2022 at 01:41 PM

<a href="https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.asp
x?ProductId=4518"; target="_blank">Memorial Trees</a> was
purchased for the family of William J. Sommerville.

https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518%22
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518%22




January 03, 2022 at 11:01 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
William J. Sommerville.

https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

