Luthard Nathanael Eid

February 29, 1916 - January 2, 2022

Luthard Nathanael Eid was born in Madison, MN on February 29th, 1916 and
passed away peacefully at the age of 105 on January 2nd, 2022 at home,
surrounded by his loving family. The 4th of 10 children born to Lutheran pastor
Edward Eid and Jessie Waller Eid, he was named after a German theologian,
Luthardt. He grew up in Boyd, MN and Lake Preston, SD. In the summer of
1934 he entered the Civilian Conservation Corps, and served for six months in
the Black Hills of SD, trimming trees and living in tents and barracks. His
father arranged for him to attend the spring term at Lutheran Bible School in
Minneapolis. Luthard valued education. He went on to earn a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Augustana College, a Bachelor of Theology degree from Luther
Theological Seminary, a Master of Arts from Brown University, and a Master of
Theology from Princeton Theological Seminary. He loved to read and study,
and even read the entire encyclopedia. While attending Luther Seminary,
Luthard interned at Central Lutheran Church in Portland, Oregon. Upon
graduation he pastored a small church in Providence, Rhode Island and
attended Brown University at the same time. He fell in love with Vera Johnson
and asked her to marry him and go to China with him as a missionary.

Luthard and Vera received language training in Mandarin and ministered in
China from 1946 to 1949 when they had to leave due to the communist

revolution. Back in the USA, Vera and their children stayed with her parents
while Luthard studied at Princeton and in Germany. Luthard also visited the



Holy Land, Rome, and Paris. Upon his return, the family spent the winter of
1951-52 in Northfield, MN, from where Luthard went on deputation trips. In
1952 Luthard was called to Hong Kong to teach at Lutheran Theological
Seminary, conducting his classes in Mandarin. He also preached at Chinese
churches, and took on many additional projects and responsibilities, including
assisting in the opening of schools, serving as Treasurer of the Seminary,
Chairman of the Mission, Chairman of the Middle School Board, Chairman of
the Lutheran World Service, Vice President of the ELCA of Hong Kong, and,
using his skills with written Chinese, did translation work. He developed many
deep relationships with his Chinese fellow laborers for Christ. Although he
was very busy, he always made time for his family. In 1975 Luthard and Vera
returned to the United States where he pastored two churches in South
Dakota until his retirement in 1980. He and Vera purchased a small lake home
and enjoyed country life for 15 years before moving to Perham, MN. Luthard
found time in retirement to pursue his passions and learn new things. He
made beautiful wooden stools and plaques with Chinese characters on them,
and gave these as gifts. He wrote letters and kept in touch with many friends
from around the globe through the years. In 2015 his beloved Vera passed
away, and he moved to Port Huron, MI to live with his daughter and son-in-
law.

Luthard loved God, and all people. He had a great enthusiasm for life, and
had many interests, including theology, philosophy, astronomy, fishing,
croquet, cooking, and bird watching. Luthard wrote several books and many
poems, and encouraged others to write. Active all his life, he enjoyed many
sports, including being a lifeguard and diver in high school and playing tennis
most of his life. He walked daily in his older years. Luthard was a great
storyteller, with an amazing memory and great sense of humor. He had a
beautiful singing voice. He was generous and loved to help people. He had an
attitude of gratitude and joy. He was a man of faith, hope, and love. Luthard
was greatly loved, and will be greatly missed.



Luthard was preceded in death by his parents, Edward Eid and Jessie Eid, by
his nine siblings, and by his beloved wife, Vera. Also, his son-in-law Don
Cameron, and several nieces and nephews.

He is survived by his sister-in-law Lois Eid, and his six children and spouses,
Kathy (Doug) Burnell, Pauline Cameron, Daniel Eid, Marj (Sam) Overstreet,
Marion (Brian) Dietz, and Karl Eid. Also, 15 grandchildren, 14 great-
grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews.

Luthard’s memorial service will be held in Minnesota in the summer.
Donations in his memory may be sent to Lutheran World Relief or the charity
of your choice.

Cremation arrangements in care of, Jowett Funeral Home, 1634 Lapeer
Avenue, Port Huron. To view the obituary and share memories, please visit w
ww.jowettfuneraldirectors.com



Tribute Wall

I loved being pastor to Vera and Luthard at Calvary in Perham.
Luthard had peanuts for me, put on his little mic and earpiece and
he and Bera had many stories to tell. Vera got left out at times but
we found ways to hear her too. As a woodworker | was fascinated
by his workshop/man cave and spent nice times out there too. | was
honored to be part of saying goodbye and burying Vera and I've
been at her grave several times

Your family were so good to them both and | loved meeting and
visiting with you. | remember you all gathered at the Rush Lake
resort

I’'m thankful for their remarkable lives, their ministry in China and
elsewhere, the love they had for each other and their family, and

their trust in their faithful God.

Pastor Phil Holtan - February 07, 2022 at 12:32 PM

3 files added to the album Younger years

Kathy Burnell - January 15, 2022 at 04:59 PM



4 files added to the album Younger years

Kathy Burnell - January 14, 2022 at 10:01 AM

1 file added to the album Younger years

Kathy Burnell - January 13, 2022 at 02:18 PM

7 files added to the album Memories Album

Kathy Burnell - January 10, 2022 at 07:20 PM



3 files added to the album Memories Album

Kathy Burnell - January 10, 2022 at 11:31 AM

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Kathy Burnell - January 09, 2022 at 10:44 PM

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Kathy Burnell - January 09, 2022 at 07:36 PM



To Luthard's family: We have many fond memories of both your
parents. We have several wooden plaques that Lute made. George
and John Knight singing to him on his birthday. | shared many
poems at devotions at the nursing home. They were a very special
couple. Our love and prayers to all. Net & George Kupferschmid

Net & George Kupferschmid - January 09, 2022 at 04:19 PM

Dwellings of the Eternal

I lift my eyes to the stars,

Where dwells the Eternal;

| watch the glorious sunrise,

| know he is there.

| observe the blood red sunset,

| feel His comforting presence.
On the wings of His breath

The birds soar without effort:

In the roar of the thunderstorm

| sense His power and might.

I look into the eyes of my beloved,
Pools of His love and grace;
Through all the years of my life
The Eternal has dwelt in my soul.

A poem by Luthard.

Marion Dietz - January 07, 2022 at 09:06 AM

beautiful poem. we have many of his books on our shelves. betty
ziegler

Betty M ziegler - January 07, 2022 at 10:37 AM



I am sitting with 6 books in front of me written by your mom and dad.
What treasures they are. Well done good and faithful servants.

Cindy Olson - January 07, 2022 at 12:17 PM

I hope your mom and dad are having a beautiful reunion in Heaven!

Faith Lubitz - January 08, 2022 at 08:08 PM

The years that Luthard and Vera spent in Perham, Gus and | were
welcomed in their home, Vera often insisted on serving us
something, Luthard and Vera gifted us with a number of their books,
Luthard gave us a stool etc. etc. i often talked to them in church.
They were both "salt of the earth" people. Our world is a better
place because of their actions and examples. We send our
condolences to their children and wish you all peace and love as
you remember your father and mother. Betty and Gus Ziegler
Perham, MN

Betty M ziegler - January 05, 2022 at 03:16 PM



