Mr. Jose J. Gonzales
March 20, 1926 - November 17, 2021

Jose Jorge Gonzales, age 95, of Fort Gratiot, passed away on November 17,
2021 with his family by his side. He was born March 20, 1926 in Brackettville,
Texas to the late Jose Pilar and Maria Gonzales. He married Theresa Diaz on
November 14, 1953 in Marysville.

Jose grew up through humble means as a migrant worker but was head
strong and determined to make a difference in the world. He entered the army
at the tender age of 18 in 1944. He saw much war and action throughout his
20 year service career including: being part of the 168th engineer Combat
Battalion participating in the Battle of the Bulge Campaign at St. Vith. Jose
continued his career through the births of five children and the Korean War.
His commendable behavior netted him medals & awards including: the Purple
Heart(WII); Good Conduct Medal (WWII); Victory Medal(WWII); Korean
Service Medal; National Defense Service Medal, Occupation Medal(Japan).
His final earned title was of Master Sargent E-8 along with many letters and
certificates of commendation. After retiring in Michigan on January 1, 1967, he
went back to school while working as a New York Life Agent(1967-69); Sears
& Maintenance Service (1970-74); and then graduated from St. Clair County
Community College(1973). His final career was as a Spanish Instructor at
SC4(1975-1991), which he enjoyed completely because of his love of
language and culture.

Jose is survived by his wife of 68 years, Theresa; his children: Maria M.(Pilar)
Gonzales(Eric Reed); Lea C. Gonzales-Bier(James J. Bier); Carolina Isabelle



Gonzales; Manuel B. Gonzales. Grandchildren: Marisa Ann
(Brandon)McNamee; Theresa M. (Jason)Zimmerman; Matthew J.
(Nicole)Gonzales; Antonia Maria Gonzales; David Frontera, Zara Dane,
Shepherd Gonzales

Great Grandchildren: Rory John McNamee, Alejandra Teresa McNamee,
Kassidy Ann Kavanagh, Madison J. Zimmerman, MacKenzie R. Zimmerman,
Jason H. Zimmerman I

Preceded in death by: (father)Jose Pilar Gonzales; (mother)Maria Lopez
Gonzales; (brother) Pvt.1stClass Manuel Gonzales; (son) Jose Pilar
Gonzales; (mother-in-law) Manuela Diaz.

Funeral mass will be at 11:00am on Wednesday, November 24, 2021 at Holy
Trinity Parish St. Joseph Catholic Church, 1331 7th Street. Father Bradley
Forintos will officiate. Burial will be in St. Clair County Allied Veterans
Cemetery. Visiting hours will be 4:00pm-8:00pm on Tuesday, November 23 at
Jowett Fumeral Home, 1634 Lapeer Avenue, Port Huron and Wednesday at
the church from 10:30am to 11:00am. The St. Clair County Allied Veterans
Honor Guard will conduct military honors along with the United States Army.
Pallbearers will be James J. Bier, Philip Chavez, John Diaz Jr., Brandon R.
McNamee, Matthew J. Gonzales, and Jason Zimmerman Il

Memorial tributes can be made to the VFW or Holy Trinity Parish.

Jowett Funeral Home is privileged to assist the Gonzales family with
arrangements.

To view the obituary and share memories, please visit www.jowettfuneraldirect
ors.com



Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 23. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Jowett Funeral Home and Cremation Service - Port Huron
1634 Lapeer Ave.

Port Huron, M| 48060

(810) 985-5123

jowettfamily@comcast.net
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com

Visitation

NOV 24. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

HolyTrinity Parish St. Joseph Catholic Church
1

Funeral Mass

NOV 24. 11:00 AM (ET)

HolyTrinity Parish St. Joseph Catholic Church
1


mailto:jowettfamily@comcast.net
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/

Tribute Wall

Thank you for your service Jose J Gonzalez.

Henry and Dalonna Chavez - November 22, 2021 at 09:28 PM

Jowett Funeral Home and Cremation Service - November 22, 2021 at 04:06 PM

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased
for the family of Mr. Jose J. Gonzales.

November 22, 2021 at 03:35 PM


https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mr. Jose J. Gonzales.

November 22, 2021 at 01:25 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mr. Jose J. Gonzales.

November 21, 2021 at 12:58 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mr.
Jose J. Gonzales.

November 20, 2021 at 11:55 AM

Joe grew up close to our faniky in Quemado, Texas. There he was
very close to my older brothers and sisters but by the time | was
born his family had already moved to Michigan ..

We lived so far apart. Us in Texas and Joe all over the world. But he
did visit us in Texas once and we had such a good time singing our
favorite "Virgen de Guadalupe" songs. Since then | have been very
close to his daughter who | love like sisters. Joe will forever live in
my heart. Rest in peace primo.

Rosalia Munoz - November 19, 2021 at 07:24 PM


https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Jose was a friend and mentor. He led me int educations, first at SC4
and then PHASD Adult Education. He was a gentle instructor. My
favorite memory of him is when he brought his guitar to the Senior
Center. | have to admit that | didn't recognize any of the songs but
he played with such love and gusto! He will be missed by many,
including me.

Candy Soehren - November 19, 2021 at 08:10 AM

Jose was a great story teller and teacher. | was fortunate enough to
meet him when he taught beginning Spanish at the Council on
Aging. He was the spark that started my continued interest in the
Spanish language and culture. It is hard to say good-bye to this man
with such a generous soul. Judy Lindberg

Judy Lindberg - November 19, 2021 at 06:57 AM



